Comparison of brachial and calf blood pressures in infants.
To compare brachial and calf blood pressures in infants under one year of age using the same size blood pressure cuff. A convenience sample of 79 infants ages 4-300 days was selected from the General Pediatric, Pediatric Special Care, and Pediatric Intensive Care units in an acute care hospital located in the southern United States. Difference between brachial and calf blood pressures were compared using a paired t-test and defining the range of difference for 95% of the sample. There was no statistically significant difference in brachial and calf blood pressure measurements when assessed by paired t-test. The range of difference for 95% of the sample merits further clinical attention. Calf blood pressure measurements can be assessed routinely on infants under one year of age but it is important to consistently compare calf pressures to calf pressures and brachial pressures to brachial pressures.